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where the immediate interests of its own nation were not
threatened.
Finally the Soviet Union, as the former ally of Turkey,
was to put most vigorous pressure on the Government at
Ankara with the object of drawing Turkey into the Russo-
German front. On this condition Germany would assure
the Soviet freedom of action in the Black Sea.
Once more Papen's imagination had run away with him.
Firstly, there was a violent protest from Berlin over the
wholesale supply to the Soviet of war materials and other
finished goods which were so necessary to Germany. Then
the matter of Russia having a free hand in the Black Sea
encountered difficulties in many quarters in the Wilhelin-
strasse, for by it the Government's Arabian plan would have
been endangered.
In the middle of August Papen was summoned to Salzburg
to meet Hitler and Ribbentrop. He was obliged to alter
his draft treaty very materially. Moreover, since the out-
break of war against Poland was then only a matter of days,
the Reich had to tolerate far-reaching concessions to the
Soviet, chiefly because Russia, in spite of negotiations with
Germany, had continued parallel negotiations with France
and Great Britain. Russia was threatening to conclude a
treaty with London if Berlin did not knuckle under at once.
(The same threat was naturally used to the British and
French representatives, but the Governments in London and
Paris were not labouring under the same constraint as Berlin
and consequently did not submit on the essential points.)
Papen had hoped that he would travel to Moscow with
Ribbentrop and so receive in person the laurels of success.
But once more he was compelled to realise that he was only
considered a second string by Hitler, His name was indeed
mentioned in the official communique as one of the initiators
of the new treaty, but it was Ribbentrop, accompanied by
his staff, who went to Moscow, and he did not let the
opportunity slip of boosting the auspicious event as a great
personal success.